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WORKS, FAITH & SALVATION
Asking The Right Questions
by Ben Williams

4. But God being rich in mercy
through his great love with which He
loved us,
5. And we being dead men in apostasy, He made alive together in
Christ. Having been saved, you are
alive by grace.
6. And He raised us up together and
seated us together in the heavens
in Christ Jesus,
7. That He might graciously show,
within the ages coming upon us,
the surpassing riches of his grace
upon us in Christ Jesus.
8. For by grace you are alive, having
been saved through faith; and this
not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God;
9. Not of works, lest any man should
boast.
Eph. 2:8-9

18. So someone may say: You have
faith and I have works. Show me
your faith apart from works, and I
will show you my faith by my works.
21. Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, having offered
Isaac his son upon the altar?
22. You see that faith worked together
with his works, and by works the
faith was made complete.
24. You see that by works man is
proven, and not by faith only.
26. For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so also faith without works
is dead.
Jms. 2:14, 17, 18, 22, 24, 26

W

HAT is salvation, and how do
we get it? Theologies are built
around this question ... and
nearly all are wrong. The writings of both
Paul and James (above) are often quoted
in discussions and debates over the
doctrine of salvation. There is a long his-
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he can choose to not get saved, remain
in his “fallen” state, and forfeit his hope
of reward after death. In most church
circles these two options are equated
with “going to Heaven,” or “going to Hell.”
The main point is that Churchcraft
theology teaches that man comes into
the world condemned of “original sin.”
That means that every baby is born condemned to not only die a natural death,
but also to be tormented after death in
flames of a burning “Hell” forever. Churchgoers are taught that all men are presentenced to this fate before they are
born. The sentence will be carried out
without fail ... unless they acquire a
pardon before they die. That pardon is
what the churches call “salvation” or
“getting saved.”
Churchcraft teaches that mortal
man is NOT a creation of God, but rather
an imperfect, degraded version of the
original immortal man (Adam). They
teach that Adam was originally created
immortal and sinless. He (Adam) could
have lived forever. Unfortunately he
chose to sin, and it caused him to “fall”
from that perfect state of immortality, to
a defective state of mortality and imperfection. Thus, according to Churchcraft
doctrine, Adam’s punishment for sin was
loss of immortality, as well as the sentence of eternal burning punishment.
Churches call Adam’s Edenic episode the “original sin.” This so-called
“original sin” supposedly gave Adam a
“fallen nature” ... which was supposedly
passed down to all his descendants –
i.e., all men. Churches teach that all
babies are born into this defective state
of “original sin” with a “fallen nature.”
Churchcraft teaches that man’s only
escape from his damnation is to “get
saved” before he dies, because “getting
saved” exempts him from “going to Hell”
after He dies. There are a few exceptions to this rule, because a few
churches don’t adhere to the “Hell” doctrine. These churches claim that men
who don’t get saved will just die and stay
dead ... with no hope of resurrection.

tory of these debates in the churches,
and they usually pit Paul and James
against each other.
To answer this question one must
consider the mind of God, the state of
man, the purpose of Christ, the nature
of sin, and the meaning of “salvation.”
The answer is not in churches. The
“salvation” taught in the churches is quite
a different thing from the salvation taught
in the Bible.

A DIFFERENT PARADIGM
What follows is my attempt to explain a very basic and important issue.
It should clarify some very important
questions for some of you. Others will
read this and get nothing from it.
If you are of the second group I suggest that you not throw this treatise
away, but keep it somewhere for future
reference ... so that when these questions do arise in your life (and they will
arise) you can refer back to it.
Read the whole treatise before taking offense. I am not trying to offend.
But this subject is much-abused and
twisted by the churches. Some of you
will, no doubt, be offended. We are dealing with sensitive issues, and this is a
“back-to-basics” effort. Unless our foundations are sound we stand little chance
of building a good doctrinal structure.

CHURCHCRAFT
Churchcraft theology teaches that
the purpose of “salvation” is to repair a
factory defect in man. Churches claim
that man enters this world inherently
defective as a result of something they
call “original sin.”
Man’s “fallen state,” they say, is
passed down from Adam, our progenitor. Churchcraft teaches that when Adam
fell he took with him all mankind, and
that all men are automatically headed
to “Hell” unless they “get saved” before
they die.
Man has an option, say the
churches. He can choose to “get saved”
-which will cure his inherited defect. Or
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The “getting saved” experience varies from church to church. It ranges from
“a feeling” that one gets, to taking membership in a church. Or, it can be a fit of
ecstatic emotion, or a walk up to an altar. In any case, “getting saved” in a
church requires some kind of inducement where man initiates the action. It
requires man to do something to get it
– which, of course, means it requires
“works.”
The details may vary a bit from
church to church, but the theme is basically the same: man comes into this
world pre-sentenced to automatic damnation according to Churchcraft. That
leaves man with no way out ... except
the church. To counter the problem of
“original sin” the churches invented their
own “doctrine of salvation.” Thus, cunning church leaders came up with a
systematic plan of redemption to “save”
man from the predicament into which
they had placed him. The restoration
process required “getting saved” in the
church. This would supposedly save
man from “original sin” and “Hell,” and
after death it will return him to man’s
original state of perfect immortality in
“Heaven.”
If a man gets “saved,” according to
church doctrine, and continues in that
state of “salvation” until the time of his
death, his “salvation” is secured. He is
assured that, after death, he will regain
the immortality that Adam originally lost.
These are the basic theories upon
which Churchcraft is based. These compelling doctrines empower the churches
and put the common folks in slavery.
Churchcraft is an abomination. It corrupts men by playing upon their weaknesses. Churchgoers are motivated by
church-implanted fear of “damnation,”
and fear of a sadistic god. They are told
that God will condemn them and punished them eternally if they don’t “get
saved” by church-prescribed formula.
Thus, the church becomes man’s only
hope of escape from the sure and certain curse of “Hell.” This is classic
Churchcraft.

DEATHBED SALVATION
In Churchcraft’s version of salvation,
the critical juncture is when man is at
the point of death. It seems that the point
of death is the last moment granted man
to acquire his exemption from eternal
damnation. Thus, priests are called to
THE
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attend the deathbed and give “last rites”
to the dying. “Salvation” must be accomplished before he dies, otherwise he
loses his window of opportunity and God
will punish him for ever and ever ... in
excruciating pain, being burned alive for
eternity.
There are some exceptions to this
rule. The Mormon Church and the Catholic Church, for instance, both allow the
living to do certain works on behalf of
dead souls who have passed on but did
not make it to “Heaven.” These churches
have provided for certain prescribed
works to be done, and certain “gifts” to
be given to the church, all of which can
actually retrieve the souls of the dead,
rescue them back out of “Hell” or “Purgatory,” and send them on their way to
“Heaven.” In effect this does for the dead
what the dead failed to do for themselves
while they were yet alive. Nonetheless,
these churches admonish people that
it is much better for them to attend to
their own “salvation” before they die.
Either way, “salvation” is earned by
works.
“Purgatory,” or “Limbo,” is another
thing that most churches have in common regardless of their other differences.
Most churches teach some variation of
this doctrine. “Purgatory” is sort of a
halfway house for souls whose sins were
not bad enough to send them straight
to “Hell.” Souls in “Purgatory” are given
a chance to be “purged” of the sins that
are keeping them out of “Heaven.” This
is obviously another example of
churches teaching that salvation is by
works.
There are several variations on this
doctrine. For instance, the church in
which I grew up taught us that people
who died before Jesus saved mankind
(before the cross) are all asleep, awaiting the day Jesus will return to Earth
and set up his Kingdom – the so-called
thousand-year “Millennial Reign.” During this future time (during “the Millennium”) the “unsaved” who died before
Christ was crucified are to be resurrected as mortals and given a second
opportunity to either accept Jesus or reject Him. It seems that their “salvation”
hinges upon them doing what’s necessary. This problem had to be addressed
because many generations lived and
died before Christ, and these all still
needed their chance to pass the salvation test. In the “Millennium” they will
be given opportunity to accept or reject
•
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Christ. If they reject him, they will condemn themselves to the second and final death. This theory clearly implies
that man must win his own “salvation”
by completing certain deeds.
Churchcraft teaches that every
churchgoer must climb the ladder to
“salvation.” Otherwise, he is left in his
state of “original sin” ... without hope of
“Heaven.” Most churches also teach that
men have immortal souls, and that they
(i.e., their souls) are destined to “live”
forever ... somewhere — either in
“Heaven” or in “Hell.” Man’s conduct
during his mortal existence on Earth
determines where he (i.e., his soul) will
spend “eternity” — either in heavenly
bliss, or in hellish torment.
All the above is an attempt to describe, in simplified terms, mainline
church concepts of “salvation.” Some
churchgoer will no doubt argue that I
have not portrayed his beliefs perfectly.
However, I maintain that I have captured
the essence, and have set the background for the discussion that follows.
Secondly, I contend that the reason so many people have trouble seeing and believing in Christ’s Present
Kingship is because they have been preprogrammed to think of “the kingdom”
in a wrong way. The reason they misunderstand the Kingship is that they misunderstand the true state of man, the
meaning of sin, and the purpose of salvation.
Churchgoers are pre-programmed to
think that Jesus cannot be reigning, and
the Kingdom cannot be here, until the
problem with “original sin” has been
eliminated. But, once we understand
that Churchcraft’s teaching about “original sin” is a pagan doctrine, and has no
place in Christian theology, then the
Kingship of God takes on different parameters and purposes.
Hopefully, by clearing up some mistakes in man’s perception of himself, of
sin, and of salvation, we can get a clearer
view of our Reigning King and his
Present Kingdom.

THE CARROT ON A STICK
The doctrine of “salvation” is the
engine that turns the wheels of
Churchcraft. This doctrine is
Churchcraft’s greatest asset. Without
it the churches would lose their hold on
society. It is essential that we carefully
examine and understand this teaching.
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The nature and dynamics of “salvation” have been debated at length in the
churches. But they never get it right.
Some churches claim salvation is
achieved by faith. Some claim it is
achieved by works. I contend that true
Biblical salvation is passed over by the
churches in order to espouse a pagan
form of salvation. All religions of the
world proclaim a salvation of some sort.
Often they are very similar.
However, the salvation described by
the true Christian faith and God’s holy
word is DIFFERENT from the many pagan “salvations” espoused by other religions. You’ve probably heard the wellworn saying, “There are many ways of
getting to Heaven, and we are all finding our own way.” That is a purely pagan statement ... from its intent to justify self-worship, to its corroboration of
the mythical “Heaven” for the saved.
Thus, it is absolutely essential for
Christians to learn the true meaning of
salvation, and not be confused with pagan versions of “salvation.”
The Word of God is replete with references to salvation. But the churches
have been dishonest with the concept
as well as with word itself (“salvation”).
They have neither defined it properly, nor
used it properly, as I will show.
In church debates over the meaning of salvation, Paul and James are
both frequently quoted (as above) as
advocates of “faith” or “works.” Both
sides often infer that Paul and James
contradicted one another. But did they?
Did they disagree about the nature of
salvation? Is one right and the other
wrong? If so, which one should be ignored?
Go back to the beginning and reread the passages carefully.
If one of these men (Paul or James)
is wrong, what does that say of the
Bible’s credibility in terms of its claim
to be the inspired Word of God? Is there
a mistake somewhere?
Admittedly, “versions” of the Bible
produced by the churches (King James
Version; New American Standard Version; New International Version; etc.)
contain errors in translation, and errors
of bias inserted by the translators. But
the two passages quoted at the beginning of this article are translated literally and correctly. If contradiction can
be found in them, then the problem is
not the translation. If these scriptures
contradict one another, then the source
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of the confusion is the Bible itself, for
that would mean that it teaches contradiction and confusion instead of truth.
We must know the truth!

of the state of man, the meaning of sin,
and the true nature of salvation.
The question is: WHAT MUST MAN
DO TO BE SAVED? Must he perform
works? Must he have faith?
Translators and theologians typically lean toward “faith,” and quietly ignore “works.” Few, however, have had
the audacity to dismiss the apostle
James and his polemic for “works.”
Luther was one who actually did
reject James. Luther called the Book of
James “the Epistle of Straw” because
of its defense of “works.”
Granted, Luther may have been
oversensitive about the issue since
“works -vs- faith” was one of his main
arguments with Catholicism. Nonetheless, Luther’s argument against “works”
continues to plague church theologians
even to our day. The debate continues,
but at a lower decibel and with less fanfare ... lest some theologian get backed
into a theological corner. Theologians,
like lawyers, have developed an unwritten code between them. They “respect”
one other and avoid confrontations.
The Catholic Church is somewhat
brazen with its open claim that “salvation” requires works. Most Protestant
Churches, on the other hand, reject the
notion that works are mandatory, and
claim that only “faith” is mandatory.
The truth is, churches simply have
no good answer for “salvation.” They offer their own versions of “salvation”
backed up by their own versions of the
Bible and their false models of “God”
and “Jesus” (derived from pagan
sources). It follows that their versions
of “salvation” are pagan as well. Their
patented answers are not satisfactory.
Protestants, for instance, patronize
James while they teach that works are
useless.
Thus, the question is really a theological trap for churchgoers. Truth
scares them, and they avoid it. For fear
of the truth, or of finding there is no truth,
they invent wrong questions and avoid
asking the right ones. Their lack of faith
in God, and in his Word, traps them in
a continued state of confusion which
they then defend and justify.

JOB’S ERROR
The Book of Job shows us a typical
case of a man programmed to view sin
and salvation wrongly. Job was basically
a good man. He feared God and eschewed evil. But he had a problem —
one that required major intervention from
God to correct it. Job believed that his
salvation was due to his own works
rather than God’s grace. He even
thought he could do works on his own
that would earn justification for his children (Job 1:5).
God then put Job through a reality
check. He allowed Job to suffer hardship in order to teach him about the true
state of man, and the true nature of salvation. Job learned, the hard way, that:
“... it is not of him that wills, or of him
that runs, but of him who receives God’s
mercy.” (Rom. 9:16)
After a long ordeal of pain and adversity, Job finally gained his spiritual
“eyes.” He repented of his former blindness, and came to an accurate understanding of man’s true state, and of
God’s salvation. In chapter 42, Job
makes this humble repentance:
1. Then Job answered Yahweh, and
said,
2. I know that you can do everything,
and that your purpose cannot be
withstood.
3. Who am I that hides counsel
without knowledge? Therefore I
spoke but I did not understand
things too wonderful for me, when I
said:
4. “You listen, and I will speak; I will
question and you reply.”
5. I had heard of You by the hearing of
the ear: but now my eye sees You.
6. Wherefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes.
Job 42:1-6

3. You ask and don’t receive, in that
you ask wrongly for yourselves, to
consume it upon your lusts.

Job had thought he knew his Creator, but he didn’t. He had only heard
about him — much like today’s churchgoers. God forced Job to change paradigms in order to see the Kingship. The
correction included changing Job’s views
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think of “salvation” as the result of either faith or works ... or both. This question, as posed, shifts us into a
Churchcraft paradigm in which truth is
obscured. If one accepts this paradigm
initially, then he is handicapped and
cannot find truth. The Churchcraft paradigm has led millions of seekers off
point, and continues to confuse people
and obscure truth.
The question, as posed (“What
saves man: faith or works?”), is a misnomer; a subtle and deceptive paradigm
designed to lead you away from truth. It
is like asking, “What makes the Sun
shine, prayer or sacrifice?” As posed,
the question has no good answer. Both
the premise and the answers are unsatisfactory.
There are MANY misnomers created by church theology. Churches carefully construct their theologies to be
contradictory and unanswerable. This
keeps followers confused, ungrounded,
and tractable.
Churchgoers are programmed with
basic theological error that distorts their
perception and stifles their curiosity.
They cannot find meaningful answers
because they cannot ask meaningful
questions.
Church people approach the Bible
with little or no faith. They don’t expect
scripture to make sense. They don’t ask
the necessary questions because they
lack faith that the right answers exist.
In this they judge themselves faithless
like Esau (Heb. 12:16).
Man needs answers he can understand, not meaningless subterfuge ...
especially when it comes to the Bible.
God invites us to prove him (Mal. 3:10).
There ARE good answers. But the
good answers have been cunningly obscured by devils running the churches
and by translators and theologians on
the payrolls of churches. They’ve spread
confusion by lies, interpretations, and
indoctrination. This is Churchcraft, and
it is very cunning. This is the same
“craft” employed by the cunning serpent
in Genesis 3.

The alleged contradiction between
Paul and James is an invention of
Churchcraft. The churches with their
hired translators and theologians interpret the text to appear contradictory.
Let us dispose of the silly argument
of whether man is saved by works or by
AMERICAN

young minds. Mental incapacitation is
the objective of the churches. It does
take some time to destroy a mind. Incapacitation, like a lobotomy, makes
people passive, tractable, and blank.
Churchgoers are continually being
spiritually lobotomized. This was not an
easy thing to accomplish. The churches
work diligently at it. If it were a matter of
simply withholding answers it would be
easy. But churches have accomplished
much more than that. They’ve actually
dissuaded people from looking for answers at all. In this they have accomplished a work of genius. They have, in
effect, changed the data-processing
“software” in the brains of their people
... so that incoming data gets processed
wrongly, thus producing wrong results.
For instance, church theologians
teach people that “the law” has been
done away in Christ. Then, in the same
breath, they tell people they must repent and turn to Christ so their sins can
be forgiven. Now, think about it. If there
is no law, there can be no sin. If there is
no sin, there is no need for repentance,
grace, or salvation.
Jesus said:

13. “Then little children were brought
to him, that He might lay hands
upon them and pray; but the
disciples rebuked them.

20. ...for through law comes the
knowledge of sin.
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Matt. 5:17-19

Paul said:

Rom. 4:15

John said:

As witnessed by Jesus, children
have an advantage over adults. Children,
by virtue of shorter exposure to mainstream religious programming, are less
encumbered by Churchcraft confusion.
The programming has not had as many
years to work its confusion upon their
WORKS,

18. For truly I say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one letter, or
one dot, will in no way pass from
the law till all things come to pass.

15. ...for where there is no law, there
is no transgression.

14. “But Jesus said, send forth the
little children, and do not hinder
them from coming to me, for of
such as these is the Kingdom of
Heaven.”

•

17. Think not that I have come to
destroy the law or the prophets; I
came not to destroy but to perfect
(consummate).

Rom. 3:20

Mtt. 19:14

PAUL -VS- JAMES?

THE

faith.
The simple, self-evident truth is that
man is saved by NEITHER his faith nor
his works. Man is saved by the grace of
God. It has nothing to do with man’s
efforts or wishes. It is a gift: an act of
love from God. This has always been
the case, and always will be. The salvation that came through Christ was an
act of Yahweh’s love for Israel, and for
all mankind. God initiated it, precipitated
it, and fulfilled it through his Son.
Man has neither the capability nor
the inclination to precipitate or induce
salvation. He cannot cause or induce it
to happen. He cannot stop it from happening. He can only react to it after the
fact ... by rejoicing in it, or by rejecting
it in defiance. Jesus DID save Israel,
whether men liked it or not.
It is obvious that Israel could not
save herself through her own works. If
man were capable of saving himself he
would not need to be saved by God. But
the thing that is not quite as obvious is
the churches’ misuse of the word “faith.”
When “faith” is held out as a tool to be
used to acquire salvation, then “faith”
also becomes a “work.” It would mean
that faith could be used to secure (earn)
salvation. This violates clear Bible teaching that salvation is a free gift through
grace. A gift cannot be earned. If it could
be earned it wouldn’t be a gift.
To a modern reader with one of the
church versions of the Bible it is indeed
confusing. The confusion is not due to
a lack of intelligence. Even little children were able perceive Jesus’ Kingship
and come to Him. Yet, complex, intelligent adults find it difficult to make the
trek. Why?

3. And hereby we know that we know
him, if we keep his commandments.
4. He who says, I know him, and does
not keep his commandments, is a
liar and the truth is not in him.
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4. Whosoever commits sin also
commits lawlessness, for sin is
lawlessness.
I Jn. 3:4

2. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God
and keep his commandments.
3. For this is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments; and his
commandments are not burdensome.
I Jn. 5:2-3

When churches teach people that
the law is done away, they are liars and
the truth is not in them. When they insinuate that people can “sin” in the absence of “law” they are deceivers and
cunning serpents.
It is also common to see anti-law
(i.e., “Jesus abolished the law”) preachers warning people against breaking the
Ten Commandments. Is that logical?
What are the Ten Commandments if not
law?
A list of enigmas and contradictions
in Churchcraft would be long. Churches
surreptitiously promote contradictory
and enigmatic “gods.” Church leaders
are fond of saying, “You don’t have to
understand. Just have faith!”
Governments and churches keep
people confused and mentally incapacitated. Keeping people from finding answers requires that they be kept from
asking the right questions. To keep the
people from asking the right questions
churches and governments program the
people with bad theology (i.e., software).
The theology is adopted by the people,
who then waste their time pondering the
wrong questions. What the churches do
is brilliant. Think about it. First they warp
God’s Word via their own twisted translations and interpretations. Next, they
indoctrinate the people into the church
paradigm. Then they point people to “the
Bible” after having deranged them so
they cannot read the Bible. When the
people despair at not being able to interpret “the Bible” for themselves, the
preachers assure the people that only
the priests can interpret the Bible correctly, and the common people should
not expect to understand the Bible by
themselves. The churches twist God’s
Word to fit their own agenda, and the
confused people – not wanting to appear stupid – pretend to understand.
New generations accept the churches’
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agenda even more readily because they
assume earlier generations have inquired into it and sorted it all out. It is a
vortex of confusion drawing people down,
down, down.
Churchgoers, and therefore most
people who think of themselves as
“Christians,” have been mentally incapacitated by Churchcraft. They are victims of induced confusion. Church
people are programmed to ask the wrong
questions and get the wrong answers.
Furthermore, a multitude of related errors continue to spin off from this endless problem.
Ultimately, this must be resolved.
Our people need the key that will open
their eyes so they can find reality and
learn what “salvation” truly is and what
it does for them.

some detail. The problem is large and
we have only touched upon it. It is a
convoluted mess after centuries of
manipulation by the churches. But, by
going back to basics it can be sorted
out with less time and pain than one
might think. Reason and common sense
can yet prevail.
First, let us correct some of the
words and concepts that the churches
have distorted.
The word “salvation” appears in English versions of the Bible over 150
times, with approximately 110 of those
appearances in the Old Testament, and
approximately 40 in the New Testament.
In the Old Testament the word translated “salvation” comes from the Hebrew
verb “yasha”: to save or rescue. It is
used in the broadest sense of the term.
In the New Testament the word “salvation” comes from the Greek verb
“sodzo”: to save or rescue. It, too, is
used in the broadest sense of the term.
“Salvation,” then, means being
saved or rescued ... from anything. Most
of the “salvations” mentioned in the Bible
are in the Old Testament. In other words,
the majority of the “savings” and “rescues” in the Bible predated Jesus. This
means that salvation, as a concept, is
not limited to Jesus, but must be attributed to Yahweh ultimately. In fact, by
the time Jesus was born Yahweh had
already saved Israel on many occasions.
Yahweh is, and has always been, a God
of Salvation. He has many times “saved”
his people –as a whole, and individually
– and continues to do so ... now through
his Son, Jesus.
Yahweh’s greatest (but not his only)
act of salvation was accomplished
through his Son, Jesus. Jesus was commissioned to save the Israel people who,
after centuries of disobedience, had gone
far astray from God. Israel, at one time,
had been the Bride of Yahweh. However,
she repeatedly broke her marriage vows
and sinned against Yahweh more and
more, until He had no choice but to “put
her away” (i.e., divorce her) and send
her into captivity (Jer. 3:8). By the time
Jesus came upon the scene, Israel was
hopelessly lost in a state of rebellion
and depravity. Jesus was commissioned
to find her, save her, and give her a new
start. This Jesus did by sacrificing himself for her. His sacrifice worked upon
Israel’s heart, causing her to be reborn.
Israelites, in effect, died and were reborn anew (Rom. 7:4).

GET IT RIGHT!
What is “salvation,” and what is required from man to acquire it?
God-fearing people have pondered
this question over the ages. It is an important and compelling question basic
to understanding God’s plan for mankind.
“Salvation” is God reaching a hand
to a hopeless, lost sinner. “Salvation” is
like rescuing a drowning man who is
unconscious, helpless, and going down
for the third time.
What is required of that sinner to
qualify for the hand from God? NOTHING! The sinner is hopelessly lost! What
could he do to help? The point is that
he cannot do anything, and that is why
he needs saved. There are things that
he can do AFTER getting rescued, but
not before.
“Faith” and “works” are irrelevant.
The one being saved is unconscious and
cannot help himself.
One might argue, “Oh, there are
things we can do to help. We can have
faith and pray.”
The fault in this reasoning is twofold: a) Those who have correct faith are
not lost in the first place. b) Those who
have the wrong faith pray to the wrong
god, and for the wrong things.
“Lost,” in the sense of how Israel
was lost, means being without perception of, or communication with, the true
God. “Lost” is as a drowning man who
cannot yell for help or even reach for a
lifeline. His salvation depends entirely
upon another’s efforts on his behalf.
We have discussed the problem in
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Thus we see Jesus alive from the
tomb, taking his throne, and taking New
Israel (New Jerusalem) as his Bride. He
now reigns as Husband and King.
By saving New Israel, Jesus confirmed his Father’s plan to bless the
whole Earth. Yahweh not only provided
salvation for the people of Israel through
his Son, Jesus, He also provided salvation for all men through Israel ... for Israel is Yahweh’s emissary to the world.
4. In him (Jesus) came life, and the
life was the light of men;
5. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness overpowered it not.
9. The true light that is enlightening
men was shining into the world.
10. He was in the world, and for him
the world exists, but the world knew
him not.
11. He came to his own, and his own
received him not.
Jn. 1:4-11

15. For He says to Moses, I will have
mercy on whomever I have mercy,
and I will show compassion on
whomever I show compassion.
16. So then, it is not of him that wills,
or of him that runs, but of him who
receives God’s mercy.
Rom. 9:15-16

9. Who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own
purpose and grace given to us
before the times of the age in
Christ Jesus.
2 Tim. 1:9

Before “the times of the age” of the
New Covenant Reign of Jesus, God had
already determined to save Israel. He
had saved her many times and in many
ways, and finally He saved her by giving
his Son as her Savior. She was lost and
gone, but Jesus brought her back (Eph.
2:4-10). Her redemption was an act of
mercy ... and of love. We have the salvation of Christ because it was given to
us. It happened. Jesus did it, and it became an accomplished fact. It was the
Father’s will, not of man.
The result of Israel’s salvation
through Christ has affected the whole
planet. The effect began with the Israel
THE

AMERICAN

CHRISTIAN

people and radiated outward. These results and effects (i.e., blessings) generated by Christ’s salvation of Israel,
have reached every corner of Earth in
one way or another. Like Sunshine falling upon the Earth, the offer of salvation
falls upon people. People neither cause
nor stop the Sun’s light upon the Earth.
Neither did man have any part in what
God has done to save them. The action
happened TO them, not BY them. Salvation occurred because God willed it
on his own.
God saves and blesses man. Man
cannot induce it or cause it … he can
only accept it or reject it. Faith and
works come into play afterward, as responses. Faith and works are reactions,
not causes. GOD’S WILL IS THE
CAUSE.
God creates and destroys; He punishes and blesses (Is. 45:5-7).
Sure, God wants us to have faith in
Him. He also asks us to do works for
Him. But faith and works do not save
man, any more than a child’s obedience
could be the cause of him being born.
That’s putting the cart before the horse.
God saves us, and then He expects us
to respond with love, obedience and faith
(works). Faith is not a cause of salvation, but rather a reaction to salvation.
The saved react by believing in God
who saved them. The unsaved react by
ignoring, and sometimes hating, God
who judges them. Those who find truth
believe in God who gave it to them. Faith
is ALWAYS a secondary thing: a response to an initial event. First, God
saves man ... then man develops faith
in God. Faith cannot appear until after
God saves. Only then can man respond
by having faith. So, the suggestion that
man’s faith can somehow precipitate,
induce, or precede salvation is preposterous.

WHAT ABOUT “MAN’S
FALLEN NATURE”?
I have attempted to outline and simplify the typical church’s teaching of
“original sin.” To recap, churches teach
that Adam was created immortal, but
due to his “original sin” in the Garden of
Eden he lost his immortality. God’s sentence upon Adam (i.e., mortality) was
then passed down, through Adam, to
all mankind – for churches teach that
Adam was the progenitor of all men of
all races.
Thus, churches teach that all men
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after Adam, including all men today, are
born with the Adamic sentence upon
them. That is, they are deprived of immortality and thus subject to death.
Further, they are sentenced to automatic damnation (i.e., “Hell”) after death
... unless they get the sentence annulled
before they die. They do this by “getting
saved” according to the churches.
Churches teach man to view himself as a cursed creature, living a cursed
life. They teach that this mortal life is
an inherited punishment for Adam’s
“original sin,” and that the worst of the
punishment comes after death when
“unsaved souls” are “sent to Hell.” They
say that the only escape, or redemption, from the Adamic curse is to “get
saved.” It will not save you from the curse
of mortal death, but it will save you from
the Adamic sentence of “eternal punishment” which you must otherwise suffer
after you die.
This hogwash passes for gospel in
the churches. Millions of hapless people
have been victimized by this hateful
pagan nonsense.

MORTALITY IS NOT A
DOWNGRADE
Adam was NEVER immortal. He
was created mortal and capable of sin.
If Adam hadn’t been mortal from the
beginning he could never have been
tempted, he could not have sinned, and
he could not have died. Think about it!
Sin equals death. One who is immortal
cannot die, therefore he cannot sin. It is
a simple equation. Being exempt from
death equals being exempt from temptation and sin.
23. “... for the wages of sin is death”
Rom. 6:23

4. “Behold, all souls are mine; as the
soul of the father, so also the soul
of the son is mine: the soul that
sins it shall die.”
Ez. 18:4

From this we see two things. 1.
Souls are NOT immortal (as the
churches teach). 2. Sin is possible only
where death is possible.
Confusion about this simple equation has been exacerbated by another
Churchcraft myth: namely, the “fall of
Lucifer.” According to Churchcraft legend, Lucifer was a beautiful archangel
who predated Adam. Lucifer was sup-
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posedly immortal and glorious, and was
the highest-ranking angel in heaven. But
sometime before the Garden of Eden,
Lucifer rebelled against God and “fell
from Heaven,” whereupon he became
known as “Satan, the archenemy of
God.” This “Satan” is reputed to be the
source of all sin. He is credited with
tempting Adam and Eve to sin. Likewise,
he is blamed for every temptation and
sin man has ever committed. (see Give
The Devil His Due, by Sheldon Emry)
None of this legend comes from the
Bible. Various sources of extra-Biblical
lore have contributed to it. Nonetheless,
this doctrine has confused churchgoers’
minds and encouraged them to accept
nonsense.
If “Lucifer” were real, and if he had
been originally immortal and sinless, as
taught by Churchcraft, then it would
have been impossible for him to sin, thus
he could not have “fallen.” Of course,
the great “Lucifer” and “Satan” feared by
the churches is merely a mythical composite mixture of several ancient pagan
deities. A further interesting twist on this
doctrine is that they have “Lucifer” sinning and “falling from Heaven” but not
losing his immortality or power ... in juxtaposition to Adam who, according to
them, DID lose his immortality. This
breach of logic confuses churchgoers,
and is not consistent with other church
teachings about sin and mortality.
The points to remember are: 1. Immortals cannot sin. 2. Sin is a trait of
mortals. 3. “Mortal” means subject to
sin and death. 4. “Immortal” means not
subject to sin and death. 5. An immortal cannot sin, because he cannot die.
6. To be able to sin one must be able to
die, therefore one who can sin cannot
be immortal. 7. If Adam had been immortal he could not have sinned.
Adam was created mortal and thus
subject to sin and death. Thus, he
sinned. Thus, he died.
God created man exactly as He
wanted him: not immortal, not sinless.
God created man mortal and dependent
upon a Creator who gives him life, love,
guidance, forgiveness, and salvation.
Man is mortal. He sins and he dies. He
needs God. God expected no more than
this from Adam, or from any man. God
expects us to love Him and honor Him,
and not defy Him or sin presumptuously.
However, He doesn’t expect us to be
faultless (i.e., immortal).
Churchcraft would have man think
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tuous sin. It does cause separation from
Yahweh, and it leads to slavery under
man/gods. When Adam defied God’s
law he defied God himself. He committed a sin unto death and he lost spiritual communion with his Creator. In other
words, he died spiritually. However,
Adam did not die biologically for another
900 years.

that being mortal and subject to temptation and sin (i.e., not gods in our own
right) is a cursed state of fallen man.
But that is nonsense! Mortality is not a
curse. It is the way God created us.
IMMORTALITY WAS NOT TAKEN
FROM ADAM ... BECAUSE IT HAD
NOT BEEN GIVEN TO HIM! We have
been promised immortality in a future
time known only to God. But no man,
with the exception of Jesus, has been
given immortality as of yet.
But, did not God punish Adam for
sinning in the Garden of Eden?
Yes! Adam defied God’s law, broke
his covenant and was “cut off” from
God’s presence. It was the just punishment. But that punishment was nothing
like the churches claim. Adam didn’t
lose immortality for he never had it in
the first place. Rather, Adam lost his
good standing before God, and lost his
position as Eden’s patriarch. Adam (the
mortal) sinned presumptuously, and
“fell” from grace before God. He lost his
blessings and good standing ... much
the same as Israel “fell” from grace due
to her presumptuous sinning and covenant-breaking. Adam was banished
from the Garden, as Israel was banished
into captivity. The theme is consistent.
Adam’s sin nature was NOT the
result of sin: rather it was the CAUSE
of sin. It was not a punishment: it was
inherent in man as God created him.
Biological death was NOT a punishment upon Adam, but rather a natural feature as God created him. God created Adam exactly the way He wanted
him – mortal and capable of sin.
Furthermore, Adam’s sin was a specific kind of sin which was not covered
by God’s grace. Adam was warned that
he would die if he rebelled against God’s
law (“You shall not eat of it, neither shall
you touch it, lest you die.” Gen. 3:3).
Adam rebelled, sinned presumptuously,
and died that very day. But notice that
Adam did not die biologically that very
day. Rather, he died spiritually: he lost
his anointing (i.e., spiritual eyes and
ears). This disqualified him from the
position of patriarch of Eden.
For man, biological death was never
an optional, nor was it a punishment. It
is natural. It is standard in man as God
created him. Biological creatures are
mortal. They die. It is mandatory.
However, spiritual death (loss of
God’s spirit) IS NOT mandatory. Spiritual death is punishment for presump•
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THE TWO SINS
Just as there are two kinds of death,
there are also two kinds of sins:
1. Sins of ignorance or error, and
2. Sins of presumption; willful defiance.
Sins of ignorance or error (due to
mortal fallibility and limitations of natural man) do not separate man away from
God. These errors and mortal limitations
are covered by God’s grace and mercy.
God, who created man, knows man’s
capabilities. It is not reasonable that
God would ask man to do things he is
created incapable of doing. In other
words, since God created man to be
fallible and limited, He would never expect man to be infallible and unlimited.
But, presumptuous sins of defiance
are another thing altogether. These are
NOT covered by grace. These sins indicate rejection of God (as with Adam).
Loss of communion with God is also
called “being in darkness” and not having “eyes to see,” or “ears to hear” (e.g.
Dt. 29:4; Ez. 12:2; Mtt. 13:15; Jn. 12:40;
Rm. 11:8-11; Eph. 1:18).
The following additional scriptures
help explain the two types of sin and
how they apply to Adam, and to us:
22. And when you shall err, and shall
not observe all these commandments, which Yahweh has spoken
to Moses,
23. Even all that Yahweh has commanded you by the hand of Moses,
from the day that Yahweh commanded and onward through your
generations;
24. Then it shall be, if through
ignorance it is done by the assembly (i.e., elders) in error,
25 ... the priest shall atone for all the
assembly of the sons of Israel, and
it shall be forgiven them; for it was
ignorance:
26. ... And it shall be forgiven all the
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assembly of the sons of Israel, and
the alien that sojourns among them
as to all the people, because it was
in ignorance.
27. And if one soul sins through
ignorance,
28. ... the priest shall atone for the
soul that errs, when he sins by
ignorance before Yahweh, to atone
for him; and he shall be forgiven.
29. Both he that is born among the
sons of Israel, and the alien that
sojourns among them, one law shall
be to you for him who acts in error.
30. But the soul that sins presumptuously, whether he is born in the
land, or an alien, this blasphemes
Yahweh; and that soul shall be cut
off from among his people.
31. Because he has despised the
word of Yahweh, and has broken
his commandment, that soul shall
utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall
be upon him.
Num. 15:22-31

God wants love, obedience and respect from his children. God NEVER
commanded, or expected, man to be
perfect and flawless. Man was not created to be flawless. God only commands that we do not willfully and presumptuously defy Him and his law, for
such sins create enmity between us and
Him and his law.
Thus we see two distinct types of
sins clearly defined in Scripture. These
two types are also called:
1. Sins that are not imputed and
2. Sins that are imputed.
In other words, sins of the first category are not held against us. They are
“passed over” when we are under the
grace of God. These sins are NOT “imputed.” They are not “sins unto death.”
“Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord does not impute sin.”
Ps. 32:2 & Rm. 4:8

Sins are either imputed, or not imputed. God looks upon the heart more
than upon the performance of a man.
Another designation for these two
types of sins is.
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1. Sin not unto death and
2. Sin unto death.
16. If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not unto death, and he
shall ask, He (God) will give life
(i.e., spiritual life) to the one
sinning not unto death. There is a
sin unto death I am not saying that
he should ask for that.
17. All unrighteousness is sin, but
there is a sin not unto death.
1 Jn. 5:16-17

Unintentional sins of ignorance and
mortal limitation are not “imputed” to
man (i.e., they are not held against him),
thus they are “not unto death.” In other
words they do not separate you from
God’s spirit. They are sins, and they
carry natural consequences – like disease and hard times, for instance. But
sins of ignorance do not cause spiritual
death – i.e., they are not done to defy
or blaspheme God. They are covered
by God’s grace. They always have been.
On the other hand, sins of defiance,
committed willfully and presumptuously,
ARE “sins unto death” (i.e., they lead
to spiritual death). Presumptuous sins
ARE “imputed” to man and held against
him. They are NOT covered by God’s
grace. To get forgiveness for presumptuous sins man must stop his rebellion
and seek forgiveness. Then God forgives,
grace is restored, and the enmity between man and God is removed. It is all
very straightforward and sensible.
Sin did not change Adam (or anyone else) from an immortal to a mortal.
Willful defiance of God’s will did, however, put enmity between Adam and his
God. Defiance and rebellion has the
same effect upon all men.
This also answers the much-overplayed teaching of “personal salvation.”
Personal salvation (a term that does not
appear in the Bible) is hyped in the
churches. But what can it be other than
the personal application of the general
principles of salvation?
The churches tout “personal salvation” as the thing we must each achieve
in order to be in good standing with God.
Again, this is one more facet of the
Churchcraft scheme to push minds into
the wrong paradigm, and then trick them
into accepting the idea that man can
DO something (a work) to achieve, precipitate, or induce “salvation.”
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The following quote from Romans,
chapter five, sums up our theme. As you
read them you’ll see what I mean. Translating directly from the Greek text took
many hours of careful, prayerful labor.
Translating the Bible is not as easy as
one might think. It is not a mechanicaltype exchange – word for word – where
each Greek word has a perfect counterpart in English. Often there is no English word to express the Greek word.
Also, it is not uncommon for one Greek
word to have multiple meanings. Translating accurately requires an ability to
understand the context of the sentence.
Translators programmed with wrong theology will not understand the context.
Thus, we see the church “versions” of
the Bible with glaring errors.
In the following translation, the
misleading insertions by the KJV translators have been corrected and/or eliminated, and the message is consistent
with the Greek text ... as it should be.
Inserts in brackets are added notes:
8. But God commends his love toward
us, in that, while we are yet sinners,
Christ died for us.
9. Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, through Him
we shall be saved from wrath.
10. For if we, being at enmity, were
reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled we shall be saved in his life.
11. Not only that, but we also glory in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom we have now received the
reconciliation.
12. Through this, even as through one
man, sin enters into the world, and
through sin death [spiritual death];
and thus death [spiritual death]
comes upon all who sin.
13. For up until the law [revealed to
Adam in Gen. 2:16] sin was in the
world, but sin is not imputed in the
absence of law {unawareness of it}.
14. So death [spiritual death] reigned
from Adam til Moses [at which time
awareness of law and a remedy for
death were again given], even upon
them also who sinned but not in the
way of Adam’s transgression (i.e.,
presumptuous sin), which is the
pattern of the things now occurring
[presumptuous sin had returned].

S A LVAT I O N

•

JUL-AUG

9

15. But the gift by grace is not as the
trespass. For if the trespass of one
leads to the death [spiritual death]
of many, much more the grace of
God, and the gift by grace from the
one man, Christ Jesus, abounds to
many.
19. For as by one man’s (Adam’s)
neglect the many became sinners,
so by the obedience of one (Jesus)
shall many become righteous.
20. Moreover law intervenes in order to
expose sin. But where sin is
manifest, grace is manifest even
more:
21. That as sin reigns in death, even
so might grace reign through
righteousness in eonian life [spiritual life] through Christ Jesus our
Lord.
(Rom. 5:8-21)

New Covenant (new life). This New Covenant offered “life” again to “dead” Israel (vs. 21). (See also Ez. 37, Acts
2:14-36, and Rom. 8:1-11).
This passage also tells us that we
(Israel) were saved even when we were
yet at enmity with God (vs. 8). This removes, once and for all, any possibility
that we (Israel) could have had any positive effect upon our own salvation.
But what about Acts 16:31, and
Romans 10:9-10? These verses seem
to indicate that salvation is conditional
and depends upon man doing something
– i.e., believing and confessing. However, with the correct translation and
open eyes we see that they really do
not indicate works at all.

condition of grace was making them
safe. This safe (“saved”) condition is confirmed and manifested (not precipitated,
induced, or caused) by one’s faith and
confession.
We are admonished to repent, be
baptized, believe, and confess ... all “for
(because of) salvation” — which is already an accomplished fact. These
things we do ... not to acquire salvation, but to acknowledge salvation and
honor our Savior who brought it. Faith
and obedience maintains our relationship with the One who has saved us.
Honoring Jesus, and the law of God,
keeps saved man from wandering away
and getting lost again.

31. And they said, Believe upon the
Lord Jesus, and you will be safe,
and your house.

It is easy to accept a church teaching about salvation, and just take it for
granted. It is NOT so easy to research
and reason it all out and come to meaningful and defensible conclusions. Faith,
in order to be meaningful, must be
based upon reality: true fact.
If Jesus saved us, then we were
saved. It is an accomplished fact. Neither faith nor works on our part caused
it to happen. However, now that we have
been saved, faith and works are appropriate responses on our part. We are
now equipped to join Him in his work,
and obey his law. In this way, saved man
can follow God and remain in his grace.
Pagan, and thus false, forms of “salvation” are many and varied, just as false
gods and false christs are many. Unfortunately, churches have introduced
these into Christendom.
Discriminating between the true
Christ and the false christs is not only
our duty, it is the only sensible thing to
do. Following false gods (idolatry) is the
great sin of our people.
False gods, and false religions, give
man false “salvations. ”Don’t fall for it! A
false “salvation” is nothing but an illusion. An illusion cannot save you.
____________

BOTTOM LINE

Acts 16:31

Here in a very few verses is a succinct explanation for law, sin, grace and
salvation. It tells us that God gave law
to man for the purpose of defining and
exposing sin (vs. 20).
Law was given to Adam (Gen. 2:16).
Adam defiantly and willfully disobeyed
and broke the law, and thus sinned presumptuously and his sin was imputed
to him (vs. 13), and he was overcome
by spiritual death (vs. 12).
Previously, Yahweh God had
covenanted with Adam, giving him the
“tree of life.” Yahweh agreed to bless
him and his future descendants. By turning away from God, Adam lost his covenant and thus “life.” This loss of covenant and communion with God was
called “death” (i.e., spiritual death).
Since Adam broke the covenant
(and alienated himself from God), future
generations were denied opportunity to
inherit the covenant through Adam (vs.
14). This “death” (i.e., no covenant) continued up to the time of Moses (vs. 14),
at which time another covenant was established with Adam’s lineage – Israel.
God’s grace was again established
through the Mosaic Covenant with Israel. But, alas, Israel eventually abandoned that covenant as well, much the
same as Adam had abandoned his (vs.
14b).
Grace was extended yet again by
Yahweh some 2500 years later, through
Jesus his Son (vs. 19-21). Once again,
Adam’s descendants (Israel) were redeemed (saved) by God’s grace, and a
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9. That if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be safe.
10. For it is being believed in the
heart for (because of) righteousness, and it is being confessed by
the mouth for (because of) salvation.
Rom. 10:9-10

The word, “for,” in the above verse,
needs careful examination. This Greek
preposition is translated in the King
James Version several different ways,
including: “into, for, to, unto, in, on, toward, against, and among.” To understand its use in Romans 10:10 (above)
compare it to Acts 2:38:
38. And Peter said to them, Repent
and be baptized, each of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for
(because of) the forgiveness of
your sins and you will receive the
gift of the holy spirit”.
Acts 2:38

“For” could have two meanings. If
you saw a poster saying, “Jesse James
wanted for robbery,” “for” could mean
Jesse is wanted so he can commit a
robbery, or he is wanted because of a
robbery he has committed (past tense).
The later sense is the correct one. So
too in these passages, the word “for”
signifies an action in the past.
These scriptures indicate that a
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For more research into the false doctrines of
Churchcraft, see:
The Two Babylons, by Alexander Hislop,
The Doctrine Of Salvation, by Ben Williams
The Paradigm Factor, by Ben Williams
@<benwilliamslibrary.com>
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